
Today	we	will	learn	another	fundamental	spiritual	discipline of	a	DISCIPLE,	a	FOLLOWER	of	JESUS.

We’re	going	to	talk	about	THE	PRAYER	LIFE	OF	A	DISCIPLE.

Prayer	is	one	of	the	most	powerful	tools	we	possess,
But	it	can	be	a	frustrating	subject	for	many	believers.○
Sometimes	it	might	feel	like,	there	is	a	spiritual	tug	of	war	going	on	over	our	will	to	pray,	and	
the	obstacles	we	need	to	overcome.

○

Some	Christians	have	a	sense	of	guilt	over	their	lack	of	prayer	or	feeling	they	don’t	know	how	
to	pray	effectively.

○

What	really	keeps	some	of	us	from	praying?○
Some	excuses	/	blocks	we	need	to	remove	when	it	comes	to	praying….○

Common	reasons	why	we	do	NOT	pray:	

We	feel	our	prayers	are	ineffective.○
We	do	not	feel	close	to	God	/	too	sinful	to	pray○
God	will	not	hear	or	nothing	will	happen.○
Too	many	distractions○
We	don’t	know	what	to	say○
Disappointment○
No	one	taught	us○

WHAT IS	PRAYER?

Before	I	talk	about	what	is	prayer,	let’s	look	at	what	prayer	is	NOT.
Here’s	a	few	things	Christians	often	got	it	wrong	in	their	approach	to	prayer.

Misconceptions	about	Prayer	
Prayer	is	NOT	a	magic	wand○
Prayer	is	NOT	a	fire	extinguisher○
Prayer	is	NOT	a	tug	of	war○
Prayer	is	NOT	a	ritual	to	relieve	guilt○

From	Cinderella	to	Aladdin,	these	fairytale	stories	tell	us	on	characters	whose	lives	are	changing	
with	the	GRANTING	OF	A	WISH.

○

When	it	comes	to	prayer,	we	often	time	treat	it	like	a	magical	wand	that	we	wave	at	God	when	
we	want	our	dreams	to	come	true.

○

But	the	Bible	teaches	us	that	prayer	is	a	relationship	with	God,	and	not	an	enchanted	tool.○

Most	people	pray	ONLY	when	they	are	desperate.	○
The	idea	is	that	in	life	we	all	get	to	some	point	where	you	realize	you	can’t	accomplish	
something	without	divine	intervention,	and	so	that’s	when	we	go	to	God	in	prayer.

○

“MAYDAY	MAYDAY!……	Help,	God!”○

Learning	foreign	language,	learning	new	musical	instrument…..○
That	demanded	time	and	energy	to	improve	or	become	fluent.○
Just	like	any	skill	we	want	to	master,	our	prayer	life	requires	practice	to	develop	a	closer	
relationship	with	God.

○

Some	people	treat	it	as	RELIGIOUS	RITUAL	where	every	time	they	do	something	wrong,○
They	have	to	straightaway	pray	to	God	for	forgiveness,○
Otherwise	they’ll	go	to	hell.○
Prayer	is	a	tool	to	confess	to	God	and	ask	for	grace,	but	it	should	NOT	be	the	only	time	you	
’have’	to	pray.

○

PRAYER	IS	COMMUNICATION	WITH	GOD.○
Prayer	is	a	conversation,	NOT	a	ceremony.
Your	Heavenly	Father	wants	you	to	talk	to	Him	— regularly,	continually	and	persistently.

When	we	pray,	we	speak	to	God;
But	when	we	read	the	Bible,	God	speaks	to	us.

PRAYER	IS	A	CONVERSATION,	NOT	A	CEREMONY.
It’s	how	we	connect	with	God	in	conversation.○
Yes	He	is	the	almighty	and	powerful	God,	○
But	He	is	our	Father,	He	is	our	friend.○
Just	speak	like	you’re	talking	to	your	Father.○
You	can	talk	to	Him	about	everything	in	simple	and	sincere	ways.○

PRAYER	IS	COMMUNION	WITH	OUR	CREATOR.○
Prayer	is	a	relationship,	NOT	a	ritual.

When	we	pray,	we	engage	in	loving	fellowship	with	our	creator.
He	has	graciously	invited	us	to	a	close	covenant	relationship	with	Him	through	Christ.

Even	Jesus	prioritised	prayer.
Jesus	made	communion	with	God	the	first	priority	in	His	life.○
His	approach	to	prayer	was	intentional	and	disciplined.○
He	often	rose	early	and	went	to	a	quiet	place	where	He	could	focus	on	His	father○
(Mark	1:	35-38)○
He	was	always	busssyyy,	everyone	needed	their	needs	attended	to	by	Jesus,○
But	the	Bible	shows	us	He	intentionally	walked	away	from	the	crowd,	to	find	time	and	space	to	
PRAY.

○

If	the	Son	of	God	prioritised	His	need	for	prayer,	how	much	more	should	we?○

PRAYER	IS	CENTRAL	TO	THE	CHRISTIAN	LIFE.

WHY DO	WE	PRAY?

“One	day	Jesus	was	praying	in	a	certain	place.	When	he	finished,	one of	the	disciples	said	to	him,	
‘Lord,	teach	us	to	pray	.	.	.’” Luke	11:1	(NIV)

The	only	thing	the	disciples	asked	Jesus	to	teach	them	was	not	to	preach	/	turning	water	to	wine	/		
multiply	breads,	but	TO	PRAY.

PRAYER	DEVELOPS	OUR	RELATIONSHIP	WITH	GOD.	

Allows	God	to	speak	to	us.○
Just	like	your	parents	here	on	earth,	your	Heavenly	Father	wants	to	hear	from	you	and	talk	to	
you,

○

When	you	pray,	He	listens.○
Then	He	answers	your	prayers	in	the	form	of	thoughts,	spiritual	feelings,	scripture,	or	even	the	
actions	of	other	people.

○

We	are	commanded	to	pray	continually	as	we	seek	God	and	grow	in	intimacy	with	Him.○

○

If	you	want	to	develop	a	personal	relationship	with	God,○
Start	by	praying	and	reading	His	word	consistently— this	is	the	most	important	way	of	
growing	your	knowledge	&	faith	in	Him.

○

Knowing	about	someone	than	really	knowing	someone	(true	friendship,	deep	conversations,	you	
knew	the	intimate	stories,	his	favourite	things,	like	/	dislike,	how	he	thinks,	what	makes	him	
happy	/	sad).

○

PRAYER	MAKES	OUR	REQUESTS	KNOWN	TO	GOD

Prayer	should	be	our	first	priority,	not	our	last	resort.○
○

Philippians	4:6-7	NLT○
Don’t	worry	about	anything;	instead,	pray	about	everything.
Tell	God	what	you	need,	and	thank	Him	for	all	He	has	done.
Then	you	will	experience	God’s	peace,	which	exceeds	anything	we	can	understand.
His	peace	will	guard	your	hearts	and	minds	as	you	live	in	Christ	Jesus.

○

Don’t	worry	about	anything	first,○
Pray	about	everything.○
Some	of	us	worry	and	talk	about	everything	to	everyone	else	(stress	about	it!)○
And	we	could	have	brought	it	to	God’s	first.○

Sometimes	we	take	matters	into	our	own	hands	straightaway,	end	up	messing	it	up	even	
more….after	trying	multiple	avenues	we	give	up	and	then,	we	go	to	God.

○

Why	don’t	we	just	go	to	God	first?○

Pray	about	EVERYTHING.○
Anything	Big,	Small	or	In	between	—- because	all	that	matters	to	God.○
Tell	God	what	you	need…..○
Thank	Him.○
And	leave	it	with	Him.○

PRAYER	ALIGNS	US	TO	GOD’S	WILL	&	PLAN	FOR	US.○

Prayer	is	NOT	pushing	our	agenda	to	God,○
And	just	asking	Him	to	fulfill	our	will….	“Please	do	this	for	me,	Lord.”○

Prayer	does	not	change	God,	but	it	changes	him	who	prays.○
Prayer	is	NOT	an	attempt	to	change	God’s	mind,	but	it	is	an	attempt	to	let	God	change	our	
mind.

○

The	primary	purpose	of	prayer	is	NOT	always	to	change	our	circumstances,	but	to	change	us.○

Even	Jesus	prayed	this	prayer:
Father,	if	you	are	willing,	take	this	cup	from	me;	yet	not	my	will,	but	yours	be	done"	— Luke	
22:	42	

Why	do	we	need	to	pray	if	God	has	already	willed	something?○
God’s	intervention	in	our	life	is	often	conditional	based	on	our	CO-OPERATION,	ALIGNMENT	
AND	AGREEMENT	WITH	HIS	WILL.

○

That	is	why	in	the	Lord’s	Prayer,	Jesus	teaches	His	disciples	to	pray	in	the	pattern	of	asking	for	
His	will	to	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	Heaven.

○

Prayer	is	an	expression	of	alignment	to	God’s	will	and	affirming	that	we	are	co-operating	
with	Him.

○

Elijah	says “there	is	the	sound	of	a	heavy	rain” even	before	there	is	any	rain!	Elijah	just	declares	
and	confesses	the	word	of	God	that	was	spoken	to	Him.	
Prayer	involves	confessing	God’s	word	and	declaring	that	we	are	in	alignment	in	faith	and	being	
in	expectation	to	receive	the	answer.	
Faith	is	being	sure	of	what	we	hope	for	and	certain	of	what	we	do	not	see.	
Elijah	is	sure	of	what	he	does	not	see	yet	in	the	natural	based	on	God’s	word	to	him.

PRAYER	STRENGTHENS	US	AGAINST	TEMPTATION○

In	the	garden	of	Gethesemane,	Jesus	told	His	disciples	to,○
“Watch	and	pray	so	that	you	will	not	fall	in	temptation”	— Matthew	26:41○
Even	so,	the	disciples	fell	asleep.○
Yes,	prayer	can	be	hard	work,	it	can	even	be	a	struggle.○
Don’t	feel	guilty	if	you	feel	asleep	once	in	a	while	=)	even	the	disciples	did○
But	it	is	a	sure	way	to	withstand	temptation.○

○
40	days	Jesus	spent	in	the	wilderness	as	he	was	tested	by	the	devil,○
He	prayed	and	fasted.○
That’s	a	potent	weapon	he	had	to	withstand	the	temptations	devil	thrown	at	Him.○
Even	when	you	feel	weak,	will	you	pray	for	strength	to	stand	firm	in	Christ?○

PRAYER	HELPS	US	RECEIVE	AND	GIVE	FORGIVENESS○

Jesus	taught	his	disciples	to	pray,○
“Forgive	us	our	sins,	as	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us.”	-- Luke	11:4○

When	we	humbly	confess	our	sins	and	failings	before	the	Lord,○
He	promises	to	forgive	and	clean	us	completely.○
Receiving	such	undeserved	forgiveness	frees	us	to	do	the	same	for	others.○

Will	we	pour	of	the	same	grace	to	those	who	have	wronged	us	/	need	the	power	of	God’s	
forgiveness?

○

But	when	you	are	praying,	first	forgive	anyone	you	are	holding	a	grudge	against,	so	that	your	
Father	in	heaven	will	forgive	your	sins,	too.”	— Mark	11:25

○

Is	this	a	possible	reason	why	our	prayers	are	NOT	being	answered?○
When	we	ask	for	forgiveness	(	or	anything)	but	we	are	still	refusing	to	forgive	/	holding	a	
grudge.

○

FORGIVENESS	LEADS	TO	ANSWERED	PRAYERS.○

PRAYER	INVITES	THE	MIRACULOUS	○

Some	of	us	have	been	waiting	for	something	that	is	already	beyond	our	human	power.○
You	need	God	to	step	in.○
You	need	God	to	lead	you.○
You	need	God	to	open	doors	that	no	man	can	open,○
You	need	His	divine	intervention.○

As	we	pray	we	acknowledge	God	is	beyond	and	greater	any	of	our	problems	our	challenges,○
God	nothing	is	impossible	for	You○
You	are	able,	you	are	all	powerful,	this	is	not	too	hard	for	you.○
We	invite	the	supernatural	power	of	God	to	move	in	our	lives.○

“God	I	have	done	my	part….now	its	Your	part,	the	ball	is	in	your	hands.”○

“God	is	able	to	do	immeasurably	more	than	all	we	ask	or	imagine,	according	to	His	power	that	is	at	
work	within	us.”	- Ephesians	3:20	(NIV)

HOW SHOULD	WE	PRAY?

What	you	pray	matters
How	you	pray	matters.

Ways	to	pray	effectively:

PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	GOD’S	WILL	&	CHARACTER○

1	JOHN	5:14	— ‘AND	THIS	IS	THE	CONFIDENCE	THAT	WE	HAVE	IN	HIM	THAT,	IF	WE	ASK	
ANYTHING	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	WILL,	HE	HEARS	US

○

PRAYER	PROMISE	#1	- WHEN	WE	PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	WILL,	OUR	PRAYER	WILL	ALWAYS	BE	
HEARD	

○

SELFISH	PRAYERS.
SO	OFTEN	OUR	PRAYERS	ARE	UNANSWERED	BECAUSE	WE	PRAY	FOR	OUR	SELFISH	AMBITION.

“GOD	MAKE	ME	RICH	&	SUCCESSFUL	FOR	MY	GLORY”□
”GOD	MAKE	HER	MY	GIRLFRIEND”□
ALL	OUR	PRAYERS	ARE	ABOUT	MY	DREAM,	MY	AGENDA,	MY	AMBITION.□

○

You	do	not	have	because	you	do	not	ask	God.○
When	you	ask,	you	do	not	receive,	because	you	ask	with	wrong	motives,	that	you	may	spend	
what	you	get	on	your	pleasures.	— James	4:2-3

○

○

WE	TREAT	GOD	LIKE	A	VENDING	MACHINE	THAT	WILL	GIVE	WHATEVER	WE	ASK,	WHENEVER	
WE	SLOT	COIN	IN	OUR	OFFERING	BOX.

○

WE	TREAT	GOD	LIKE	A	GENIE	WHO	WILL	GRANT	US	3	WISHES	WHEN	WE	RUB	HIM	IN	THE	
RIGHT	DIRECTION.

○

BREAKING	NEWS	|	HE	IS	GOD,	WE	ARE	NOT.○
WE	HAVE	TO	ALIGN	OUR	WILL	TO	GOD’S	WILL	AND	NOT	THE	OTHER	WAY	AROUND.○

E.	Stanley	Jones	illustrated	this	point	when	he	said,	○
"If	I	throw	out	a	boat	anchor	from	the	boat	and	catch	hold	of	the	shore	and	pull,	do	I	pull	the	
shore	to	me,	or	do	I	pull	myself	to	the	shore?

○

Prayer	is	not	pulling	God	to	my	will,	but	the	aligning	of	my	will	to	the	will	of	God.“	— E.	
Stanley	Jones

WHEN	WE	PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	WILL,	OUR	PRAYER	WILL	ALWAYS	BE	HEARD○

EVEN	JESUS	SAID	TO	HIS	FATHER	
“Father,	if	you	are	willing,	take	this	cup	from	me;	yet	not	my	will,	but	yours	be	done.”	○
HE	GAVE	US	AN	EXAMPLE	ON	HOW	TO	ALIGN	HIS	WILL	TO	HIS	FATHER’S	WILL.○
FATHER	GOD,	I	KNOW	THIS	IS	PAINFUL,	IF	ITS	MY	WILL,	I	WON’T	DO	IT,	BUT	I	CHOOSE	TO	ALIGN	
MY	WILL	TO	YOURS,	SO	LET	YOUR	WILL	BE	DONE	AND	NOT	MY	WILL.

○

THAT	SURRENDER	COMES	FROM	KNOWING	THAT	HIS	FATHER	LOVES	HIM	AND	HIS	FATHER	
KNOWS	WHAT’S	BEST	FOR	HIM.

○

○

SAME	THING	WITH	US	and	OUR	HEAVENLY	FATHER.
And	a	good	Father	does	NOT	give	everything the	child	asks	for.	□
IF	WE	GIVE	EVERYTHING	OUR	CHILD	ASK	FOR,	WE	WILL	HAVE	A	SPOILED	CHILD.□
"Give	to	a	pig	when	it	grunts	and	a	child	when	he	cries,	and	you	will	have	a	fine	pig	and	a	
bad	child."	— A	Danish	proverbs

□

HE	KNOWS	WHAT’S	BEST	FOR	US.□
WE	NEED	TO	ALIGN	OUR	WILL	TO	GOD’S	WILL□
WHEN	WE	PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	WILL,	OUR	PRAYER	WILL	ALWAYS	BE	HEARD□

○

HOW	DO	WE	KNOW	THAT	WE	PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	WILL?
GOD	HAS	MADE	HIS	WILL	KNOWN	THROUGH	HIS	WORD,	THE	BIBLE.-

THE	MORE	WE	GROW	DEEPER	IN	HIS	WORDS….-
THE	MORE	WE	KNOW	HIS	HEART	BEAT,	WHAT’S	IMPORTANT	FOR	HIM,	HIS	CHARACTER,	WHAT	
GETS	HIM	EXCITED,	WHAT	GETS	HIM	MAD,	THE	MORE	OUR	PRAYERS	WILL	LINE	UP	WITH	
GOD’S	HEART	AND	GOD’S	WILL.

-

SO	WE	CAN	CLAIM	THE	PROMISES	OF	GOD.-
“God,	Your	Word	says	that……”-

SO	WE	CAN	BASE	OUR	REQUEST	ON	GOD’S	CHARACTER-
PRAY	LIKE	YOU	KNOW	GOD	WILL	ANSWER	YOU.-
“God,	I’m	expecting	you	to	answer	because	you	are	faithful	God,
You	are	a	loving	Father.
You	are	great	and	mighty	and	I	know	this	problem	is	not	beyond	You,	Lord.”

○

WHEN	WE	PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	WORD,	WE	CAN	BE	SUPER	CONFIDENT	IN	OUR	
PRAYERS

FOR	EXAMPLE	- WHEN	YOU	PRAY	FOR	PEOPLE	TO	COME	TO	SALVATION,	YOU	
CAN	PRAY	WITH	BOLDNESS!	

○

TO	SEE	THE	LOST	SAVED	IS	GOD’S	WILL.□

2	PETER	3:9	‘THE	LORD	IS	NOT	SLACK	CONCERNING	HIS	PROMISE,	AS	SOME	COUNT	SLACKNESS,	
BUT	IS	LONGSUFFERING	TOWARDS	US.	NOT	WILLING	THAT	ANY	SHOULD	PERISH	BUT	THAT	ALL	
SHOULD	COME	TO	REPENTANCE.

□

WHEN	WE	PRAY	FOR	THE	SALVATION	OF	OUR	FRIENDS	AND	FAMILY,	WE	CAN	PRAY	WITH	
BOLDNESS	BECAUSE	WE	KNOW	WE	PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	WILL.

§

WE	CAN	PRAY	THE	SAME	PRAYER	LIKE	APOSTLE	PAUL	PRAYED§
EPHESIANS	1:17	‘THAT	THE	EYES	OF	THEIR	UNDERSTANDING	WILL	BE	ENLIGHTENED...’§
“OH	GOD	LET	THEM	SEE	THE	LOVE	THAT	JESUS	HAS	FOR	THEM	PERSONALLY.”§

FOR	EXAMPLE	- WHEN	YOU	PRAY	FOR	A	BETTER	JOB	SO	I	CAN	SERVE	YOU	
MORE!	YOU	CAN	PRAY	WITH	BOLDNESS.

STORY	OF	LADY	- ‘PS,	I	NEED	MY	PR,	I	WANT	TO	STAY	IN	SYDNEY,		SO	I	CAN	BUILD	THE	KINGDOM	
OF	GOD	HERE	IN	THIS	CHURCH.	’

§

‘OKAY,	DEAL,	YOUR	MOTIVE	IS	RIGHT,	YOU	HAVE	KINGDOM	VISION	INSTEAD	OF	SELFISH	
AMBITION,	YOU	CAN	PRAY	WITH	CONFIDENCE,		WHEN	WE	PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	
WILL,	OUR	PRAYER	WILL	ALWAYS	BE	HEARD!!!

§

○

○

WE	HEARD	MORE	AND	MORE	HEART	CRY	FROM	OUR	YOUNG	ADULTS	AND	YOUNG	
ENTREPRENEURS	IN	THE	CHURCH‘

§

‘PAS	I	WANT	TO	GIVE	ONE	DAY	A	WEEK	TO	SERVE	THE	KINGDOM	THIS	YEAR’	DONE!	BUT	ASK!!!,	
YOU	CAN	ASK	WITH	CONFIDENCE	THAT	GOD	CAN	SUPPLY	ALL	YOUR	NEEDS	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	
RICHEST	AND	GLORY!	AS	YOU	BUILD	HIS	KINGDOM

§

WHEN	WE	PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	WILL	OUR	PRAYER	WILL	ALWAYS	BE	
HEARD!!!

§

PRAY	IN	PRIVATE○

Corporate	prayer	/	prayer	meetings	should	not	substitute	your	private,	personal	prayer	life.

5“And	when	you	pray,	you	shall	not	be	like	the hypocrites.	For	they	love	to	pray	standing	in	the	
synagogues	and	on	the	corners	of	the	streets,	that	they	may	be	seen	by	men.	Assuredly,	I	say	to	you,	
they	have	their	reward.

6But	you,	when	you	pray, go	into	your	room,	and	when	you	have	shut	your	door,	pray	to	your	Father	
who is in	the	secret place; and	your	Father	who	sees	in	secret	will	reward	you openly.
Matthew	6:5-6

PRAYER	PROMISE	#2	- WHAT	WE	PRAY	PRIVATELY,	WILL	BE	REWARDED	OPENLY	○

THIS	DOESN’T	MEAN	YOU	CAN’T	PRAY	IN	THE	OPEN,	IN	THOSE	DAYS,	THE	HYPOCRITES	LOVED	TO	
PRAY	A	LONG	WINDED	PRAYER	SO	THAT	THEY	CAN	BE	SEEN	BY	MEN.	

THEIR	PRAYERS	MAYBE	SEEN	BY	MEN,	BUT	WILL	NOT	BE	HEARD	BY	GOD.○

○

OUR	PRAYER	LIFE	SHOULD	BE	LIKE	AN	ICEBERG	
1/10TH	ABOVE	THE	SURFACE.○
9/10TH	BELOW	THE	SURFACE.○
WHAT	PEOPLE	SEES,	SHOULD	ONLY	BE	THE	TIP OF	THE	ICE	BERG.○
WHAT	PEOPLE	SEES,	SHOULD	ONLY	BE	A	SMALL	PART	OF	WHO	WE	REALLY	ARE,	WHEN	OTHER	
DON’T	SEE.

○

I	WANT	TO	TAKE	THIS	FURTHER:
THE	MINISTRY	WE	PUT	ON	THE	PULPIT,	SHOULD	ONLY	BE	A	SMALL	PART	OF	WHO	WE	
REALLY	ARE.

§

WHAT	WE	POST	ON	SOCIAL	MEDIAS,	SHOULD	ONLY	BE	A	SMALL	PART	OF	WHO	WE	
REALLY	ARE.

§

OUR	PUBLIC	PRAYERS,	SHOULD	ONLY	BE	A	SMALL	PART	OF	OUR	PRIVATE	PRAYERS.§
BECAUSE	WHAT	WE	PRAY	PRIVATELY,	WILL	BE	REWARDED	OPENLY	BY	GOD.§

○

○

THERE	IS	AN	OPEN	REWARD,	FOR	PRIVATE	PRAYERS
and	your	Father	who	sees	in	secret	will	reward	you openly.	Matthew	6:6

WHEN	WE	PRAY	IN	SECRET	WILL	BE	REWARDED	OPENLY○

I	THINK	SECRETLY,	WE	BOTH	REALISE	THAT	OUR	FATHER	WHO	SEES	WHAT	WE	DO	IN	
SECRET	HAVE	REWARDED	US	OPENLY.

‘OPENLY’	MEANS	- THAT	OTHERS	WILL	SEE	PLAINLY	THAT	THE	HANDS	OF	GOD	IS	
CLEARLY	WITH	YOU.

□

‘OPENLY’	MEANS	- THAT	OTHERS	WILL	SEE	PLAINLY,	THAT	EVERYTHING	THAT	YOU	
HAVE	IS	NOT	EARNED,	BUT	IT	IS	GIVEN.

□

AND	I	WANT	TO	DECREE	AND	DECLARE	FOR	YOUR	LIFE	THIS	YEAR.□
THAT	THAT	SAME	PRAYER	PROMISE	WILL	BE	BESTOWED	UPON	YOUR	LIVES.□
THAT	WHAT	YOU	PRAY/GIVE/SERVE	PRIVATELY…..THE	GOD	OF	UNIVERSE…..WILL	
REWARD	YOU…..OPENLY!!!

□

THAT	WHAT	YOU	DO	IN	SECRET	DOORS,	WILL	BE	REWARDED	WITH	OPEN	HEAVENS	
THIS	YEAR!

□

GOD	WILL	PUT	YOU	IN	MEETINGS	WHERE	YOU	DON’T	DESERVE	TO	BE	IN.□
GOD	WILL	SURROUND	YOU	WITH	PEOPLE	YOU	DIDN’T	BUILD,	AND	THEY	ARE	
COMING	TO	BUILD	WITH	YOU!.

□

AND	WHEN	OTHERS	SAY	‘WHY	ME	GOD?!??!!’□
AND	HE	WILL	SAYYYY	‘BECAUSE	I	AM	YOUR	FATHER	WHO	SEES	IN	SECRET,	

THAT	TEARS	YOU	POURED	FOR	YEARS	PRAYING	FOR	YOUR	HUSBAND.®
THAT	SWEAT	YOU	POURED	BUILDING	HIS	KINGDOM.®
THOSE	SACRIFICES	YOU	PUT	BUILDING	MY	HOME!®
I	AM	YOUR	FATHER	WHO	SEES	IN	SECRET.®
AND	I	WILL….®
REWARD	YOU….®
OOOOPENLY!®
OH	I	WISH	SOMEBODY	HEARD	WHAT	I	HAVE	JUST	SAID!®
I	WILL….REWARD	YOU…OPENLY!!!!®
THAT	MEANS	EVEN	YOUR	ENEMY	CAN	SEE	IT!!!!®

□

§

○

PRIVATE	AUDIENCE	WITH	THE	KING
YOU	SEE	A	LOT	OF	THE	TIMES	WHEN	A	PREACHER/A	PASTOR	PREACH	ABOUT	PRAYER.○
THE	STORY	LINE	GOES	LIKE	THIS	‘OH	CMON	WE’VE	GOT	TO	PRAY,	WE	CAN’T	BE	LAZY’	○
IT’S	A	“PUSH”	TO	BUY	INTO	THE	IDEA	OF	PRAYER.○

BUT	WHAT	IF	WE	TURN	THE	TABLE	UPSIDE	DOWN.○

THAT	PRAYER	IS	OUR	OPPORTUNITY	TO	HAVE	A	PRIVATE	AUDIENCE	WITH	THE	KING.
YOU	SEE,	I	HEARD	A	STORY	OF	SHERLY,	SHE	JUST	MOVED	TO	AUSTRALIA	PROBABLY	3	WEEKS	AGO.§
SHE	WENT	TO	EASTWOOD	LAST	WEEK,	AND	ANTHONY	ALBANESE	MR	PRIME	MINISTER	OF	AUSTRALIA	
HAPPENED	TO	BE	THERE!

§

AND	SHE	SAW	ALL	CHINESE	AUNTIES	WANTED	TO	TAKE	SELFIES	WITH	THIS	GUY.§
SO	SHERLY	DIDN’T	WANT	TO	MISS	THE	CHANCE,	SHE	PUSHED	INTO	THE	CROWDS,	JUST	TO	TAKE	SELFIE	
WITH	MR	ALBANESE.

§

AND	AFTER	PUTTING	HER	LIFE	AT	RISK	GETTING	A	SELFIE,	SHE	WENT	TO	KENNY	AND	ASKED	‘BTW	
WHO’S	THAT	GUY?!’

§

SHE	PUT	HER	LIFE	AT	RISK	JUST	TO	TAKE	A	SELFIE	WITH	A	GUY	SHE	DIDN’T	KNOW!§

YOU	SEE,	IF	YOU	THINK	ABOUT	IT,	WE,	PEOPLE	OF	THE	WORLD,	WE	DON’T	MIND	PAYING	A	HIGH	PRICE	
JUST	BE	IN	THE	SAME	ROOM	WITH	IMPORTANT	PEOPLE.

§

○

BUT	WHAT	IF	PRAYER	IS	SOOOO	POWERFUL,	BECAUSE	CAN	YOU	IMAGINE???	
THAT	THROUGH	PRAYER:

WE	HAVE	THE	OPPORTUNITY	TO	HAVE	PRIVATE	AUDIENCE	WITH	THE	KING.□
I	HEARD	A	STORY	IN	THE	BIBLE	OF	A	GIRL	CALLED	ESTHER.□
AND	SHE	GOT	GIVEN	ONE	CHANCE/ONE	OPPORTUNITY	TO	HAVE	A	PRIVATE	AUDIENCE	WITH	A	
KING.

□

AND	□
THAT	ONE	OPPORTUNITY	SOLIDIFY	HER	POSITION	AS	A	QUEEN	OF	THE	NATION.□
THAT	ONE	OPPORTUNITY	BRINGS	SALVATION	TO	HER	AND	HER	ENTIRE	GENERATIONS.□

§

WHAT	MORE	CAN	IT	BRINGS	TO	HAVE	A	PRIVATE	AUDIENCE	WITH	THE	KING	OF	ALL	KINGS?
PRAYER	GIVES	YOU	THAT	OPPORTUNITY	TO	HAVE	PRIVATE	AUDIENCE	WITH	KINGS	OF	ALL	
KINGS.

□

AND	HIS	PROMISE,	WHATEVER	YOU	PRAY	PRIVATELY,	WILL	BE	REWARDED	OPENLY.□

§

○

○

PRAY	SPECIFIC	PRAYER○

If	you	want	specific	answers	to	prayer,	make	specific	requests.○
If	your	prayer	consist	of	general	requests,	how	will	you	know	if	they’re	answered?○

PRAY	SPECIFICALLY○
To	clearly	communicate	my	specific	needs,	struggles,	and	desires	to	God.○
Prayer	can	be	simple	and	authentic,	not	have	to	be	memorised	and	formal.○
God	is	interested	in	the	details	of	our	life.○

Abraham’s	servant,	Eliezer,	prayed	specifically	when	looking	for	wife	for	Isaac	“	Lord,	make	me	
successful	today,	and	show	kindness	to	my	master	Abraham.”

○

Elijah	prayed	specifically	when	he	wanted	the	weather	to	be	changed.	
17 Elijah	was	as	completely	human	as	we	are,	and	yet	when	he	prayed	earnestly	that	no	rain	
would	fall,	none	fell	for	the	next	three	and	a	half	years! 18 Then	he	prayed	again,	this	time	that	
it would rain,	and	down	it	poured,	and	the	grass	turned	green	and	the	gardens	began	to	grow	
again.	- James	5:17-18	TLB

Jesus	prayed	specifically.
“Father,	forgive	then,	for	they	don’t	know	what	they	are	doing.”	- Luke	23:	34	NLT

1)		Praying	for	specific	needs	clarifies	our	minds.
I	can	imagine	Jesus	responding	to	my	prayers	much	as	he	spoke	to	Bartimaeus	(Mark	10:46-52):
“Oh,	Lord,	have	mercy	on	me.”
“What	do	you	want	me	to	do	for	you?”

2)		Praying	for	specific	needs	helps	us	define our	needs.
For	example,	“Lord,	bless	me”	won’t	lead	me	to	recognize	that	I	don’t	need	a	raise	as	much	as	I	
need	to	say	no	to	buying	more	stuff,	or	that	maybe	I	don’t	need	a	new	co-worker	but	the	
wisdom,	love and	humility	to	resolve	my	conflicts	with	the	one	I	have.

3)		Praying	for	specific	needs	emphasizes	our	dependence	on	and	intimacy	with	God.
If	I	really	pray	for	God	to	provide	the	bread	I	need	today,	I	may	be	tempted	to	forget	that	“Every	
good	and	perfect	gift	is	from	above,	coming	down	from	the	Father.”

4)		Praying	for	specific	needs	makes	us	more	alert	to	answers.
If	I	pray	for	“blessings,”	God	may	answer	but	I	may	not	recognize	the	answer	when	it	comes.	But	
if,	on	the	other	hand,	I	pray	for	“bread”—or	someone	similarly	specific—I	will	be	more	attentive	
and	alert	to	the	answer	when	it	comes.

5)		Praying	for	specific	needs	increases	our	faith.
Our	lives,	words and	prayers	revealed	depths	and	heights	of	faith.
When	you	ask	for	big	things,	it	reveals	we	have	big	faith	in	our	God.

PRAY	WHOLEHEARTEDLY	&	PERSISTENTLY○

Ask	wholeheartedly	without	doubting….and	without	wavering	in	faith.

If	you	look	for	me	wholeheartedly,	you	will	find	me. ….“I	will	end	your	captivity	
and	restore	your	fortunes.	I	will	gather	you	out	of	the	nations	where	I	sent	you	
and	will	bring	you	home	again	to	your	own	land.”	— Jeremiah	29

○

PRAYER	PROMISE	#3	- WHEN	YOU	PRAY	WHOLEHEARTEDLY,	YOU	WILL	FIND	ME.○

SOME	OF	US	ARE	NOT	GETTING	WHAT	WE’RE	PRAYING	FOR	BECAUSE	WE	GAVE	UP	TOO	EASILY
JUST	ONE	REJECTION,	WE	THEN	STOP	PRAYING	FOR	IT.○
JUST	ONE	BAD	THINGS	GOES	OUT	OF	PLAN,	WE	START	GETTING	NEGATIVE,	WE	STOP	ASKING	
AND	BELIEVING	FOR	IT.

○

ITS	OKAY	WHEN	WE’RE	YOUNGER.○
BUT	AS	WE	GROW	MATURER	IN	JESUS.○
OUR	FAITH	MUSCLE	NEEDS	TO	GROW	TOO.○

DID	YOU	KNOW,	○
IT	TAKES	MUSCLE	TO	CARRY	THE	DREAM	THAT	GOD	HAS	PUT	IN	YOU.○
YOU	SEE	IF	WE	GAVE	UP	ON	MINISTRY	WHEN	WE	LOST	OUR	BABY	TO	MISCARRIAGE,	WE	
WOULDN’T	SEE	A	STRONG	BEAUTIFUL	CHURCH	LIKE	THE	MOVEMENT	CHURCH.	

○

IF	PS	ROY	AND	I	GAVE	UP	ON	SERVING	GOD	WHEN	PEOPLE	LEFT	US	IN	MINISTRY,	WE	
WOULDN’T	SEE	STRONG	LEADERS	LIKE	YOU	ALL.

○

James	5:16	– “The	earnest	prayer	of	a	righteous	person	has	great	power	and	produces	
wonderful	results.”

○

○

1	Thessalonians	5:17	– “Never	stop	praying.”		○

OH	CMON…..IT	TAKES	STRONG	DISCIPLES	TO	TAKE	SOME	PUNCHES,	AND	GET	UP	AND	KEEP	
BUILDING	THE	KINGDOM.

○

IT	TAKES	STRONG	CHURCH	TO	WIN	A	CITY.○
MOVEMENT	CHURCH,	YOU	ARE	A	STRONG	CHURCH!	WITH	GOD	YOU	WILL	SAVE	SOULS	AND	
MAKE	DISCIPLES	AND	BIRTH	GENERATIONS!

○

WHAT	KIND	OF	PRAYER	IS	MOST	EFFECTIVE??

“The	prayer	of	a	righteous	person	is	powerful	and	effective.”	— James	5:16b	(NIV)

Righteous	=	dikaios:	upright,	observing	divine	laws,	living	according	to	the	Word.○
A	person	whose	way	of	thinking,	feeling	and	acting	is	wholly	conformed	to	the	will	of	God.○

Powerful	=	energeo	:	energised	by	the	power	of	God.○
Always	refer	to	supernatural	empowerment.○

Effective	=	ischuo	:	to	be	a	force	capable	of	extraordinary	needs.○

THE	PRAYER	OF	A	MAN	OR	WOMAN	OF	THE	WORD	IS	ENERGIZED	BY	THE	POWER	OF	GOD,	AND	
IS	A	GREAT	FORCE	CAPABLE	OF	EXTRAORDINARY	NEEDS.

The	more	you	honour	God’s	Word,	the	more	He	empowers	your	prayers.

“So	let	us	come	boldly	to	the	throne	of	our	gracious	God.
There	we	will	receive	His	mercy,	and	we	will	find	grace	to	help	us	when	we	need	it	most.”

Hebrews	4:16	(NLT)-

OF	YOU	ARE	NOT	GETTING	WHAT	YOU’RE	PRAYING	FOR	BECAUSE	YOU	GAVE	UP	TOO	EASILY.
YOU	STOP	PRAYING	FOR	IT.○
YOU	STOP	ASKING	FOR	IT.○
ITS	TIME	TO	BRING	YOUR	PETITION	TO	GOD	AGAIN.○
MAN	IF	YOU	REALLY	WANT	IT	THAT	BAD,	WHY	DID	YOU	STOP	SO	EASILY!!!○
KEEP	AT	IT.○
KEEP	KNOCKING!○
KEEP	BELIEVING!○
NEVER	EVER	STOOOOP	PRAYING!○

CLOSING:
SOME	OF	YOU	ARE	PRAYING	FOR	YOUR	HUSBAND	TO	COME	BACK	TO	JESUS.○
SOME	OF	YOU	ARE	PRAYING	FOR	A	NEW	JOB.○
SOME	OF	YOU	ARE	PRAYING	FOR	A	LIFE	PARTNER.○
SOME	OF	YOU	ARE	PRAYING	FOR	HEALING.○
SOME	OF	YOU	ARE	PRAYING	FOR	YOUR	STUDY.○
SOME	OF	YOU	ARE	PRAYING	FOR	SALVATION	OF	YOUR	FRIENDS	AND	FAMILY.○
SOME	OF	YOU	ARE	PRAYING	FOR	YOUR	CONNECT	GROUP	MEMBERS.○

BUT	WHATEVER	YOU’RE	PRAYING	FOR.○
I	WANT	TO	DECREE	AND	DECLARE	TO	YOU.○
THAT	IF	YOU	PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	GOD’S	WILL.○
YOUR	PRAYER	WILL	ALWAYS	BE	HEARD.○
ASK	WITH	BOLDNESSWHEN	YOU	KNOW	IT’S	GOD’S	WILL	/	CLAIMING	HIS	SPECIFIC PROMISES.○
THANK	HIM	LIKE	IT’S	ALREADY	DONE.○
IF	YOU	PRAY	WHOLEHEARTEDLY	&	PERSISTENTLY○
YOUR	PRAYER	WILL	BE	ANSWERED	IN	JESUS	MIGHTY	NAME.○

PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	HIS	WILL1.
PRAY	IN	PRIVATE2.
PRAY	SPECIFIC	PRAYER3.
PRAY	WHOLEHEARTEDLY	&	PERSISTENTLY4.

DISCUSSION	GUIDELINE:

TODAY	WE	LEARN	HOWWE	SHOULD	PRAY:

PRAY	ACCORDING	TO	GOD’S	WILL	&	CHARACTER1.
PRAY	IN	PRIVATE2.
PRAY	SPECIFIC	PRAYER3.
PRAY	WHOLEHEARTEDLY	&	PERSISTENTLY4.

WHAT	WOULD	BE	YOUR	MAIN	CHALLENGE	/	HURDLE	IN	PRAYING?•
HOW	ARE	YOU	GOING	TO	PRAY	DIFFERENTLY	FROM	TODAY	ONWARDS?

AS	A	GROUP,	LET’S	MAKE	COMMITMENT	TO	DEDICATE	10-15	MINS	PRAYER	TIME	DAILY	
ALONG	WITH	READING	THE	WORD	OF	GOD.

○
•

SHARE	ANY	OF	YOUR	OWN	FAITH	GROWTH	JOURNEY	/	SIGNIFICANT	MOMENT	THROUGH	
PRAYER.

•

SHARE	WHAT	ARE	YOU	PRAYING	FOR	THIS	SEASON?
SHARE	YOUR	INNERMOST	HOPE	AND	DESIRE	TO	YOUR	GROUP○
SO	WE	CAN	PRAY	TOGETHER	FOR	YOU.○
WHEN	2	OR	3	PEOPLE	GATHER	IN	MY	NAME,	I	WILL	BE	IN	THE	MIDST	OF	YOU.○

•

MAKE	TIME	/	SET	ASIDE	SPECIFIC	TIME
REMOVE	ALL	DISTRACTIONS
KEEP	A	JOURNAL
WRITE	DOWN	PRAYERS
IT	BECOMES	TANGIBLE	- NOT	JUST	WORD	SPOKEN	INTO	AIR.
CLAIM	THE	PROMISE	OF	GOD

Talk	to	God	anywhere.
Pray	without	ceasing	means	we	have	a	mindset	of	prayer	and	throughout	our	day,	god	is	on	our	
hearts.
We	think	about	asking	god	for	help	when	we	arrive	at	difficulty,	or	we	thank	God	when	we	
experience	His	goodness.
He	is	not	far	away	from	us,	He	hears	and	cares	even	the	small	needs	of	our	hearts.
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